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CSME:  A Way Forward 

For Our Veterans
Northwest Florida is home for thousands of U.S. veterans and far too many of them experience situations that leave them homeless.

The Center for Strategic Military Excellence (CSME) has developed the “Integrated Approach” to increasing the level of veteran care through training, education and developing community partnerships and is working with community agencies to address these situations and provide programs and services to prevent and end veteran homelessness.

CSME has developed a veteran Homelessness Prevention and Outreach Program called 'Stripes to Stars.' Because homelessness and incarceration often affect the same population, we also developed a re-entry project to reduce the veteran prison recidivism and help ensure our veterans a more successful re-entry back into their families and communities. 
Veteran Re-Entry Project Details
CSME, in collaboration with the Florida Department of Corrections, University of West Florida, Department of Veterans Affairs and community service providers, will train and schedule veteran mentors to work with veteran offenders, both pre and post-release to help ensure a successful reintegration back into their family and community.

After a comprehensive screening, offenders enter a program that offers a wide variety of courses and workshops tailored specifically to each veteran’s needs for their successful transition back into the community. They are matched with mentors who understand the specialized needs of military veterans, the community and VA resources, and will assist in the transition process.
Become a Mentor ​​– 

 Vets Helping Vets

Carry on the tradition. Keep on serving!
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Have 3 to 12 hours a week to offer?
As a volunteer mentor in the 'Stripes to Stars' program, you will assist with a re-entry project for incarcerated veterans who will be released back into our local community. You may be asked to assist with:
· basic education courses 
· computer training 
· job search

· resume writing 
· interviewing skills

· money management 
· anger management

· resource & referral services 
· small business development 
· rethinking personal choices

· basic parenting skills

· nutrition & hygiene

· developing goals for career
· family enhancement
· and much more as deemed appropriate through an extensive assessment and evaluation proces

Professional training available

Scholarships are available for VSO Certification through the University of West Florida (4 university-level classes). Plus 16 CEU accredited training courses
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About CSME

CSME is a private organization serving as a standalone center to fulfill the needs of veterans and DOD members and their dependents by providing access to physical and mental health services, education, job placement and special needs housing. 

The organization strives to bridge the gap between the health care industry and VA/DOD health services by helping to overcome bureaucratic obstacles through collaborative efforts with community serivce providers. CSME aims to  deliver the quality of care that we all expect for the veterans of this country. This mission requires that we approach the care of our veterans with a steadfast resolve from the day they take their oath to serve to the day that they are laid to rest.  .

Our objective is to provide a better  quality of care for our military veterans through programs designed to help ensure the physical, mental, economic and social well-being of our veterans and their families.  We address issues of health care, education, employment, housing, honor and respect.  


CSME is dedicated to ongoing development of more effective and efficient services in order to ensure these great men and women receive the high level of care they deserve.
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Homeless Veteran Outreach Program





CSME is currently seeking volunteers who have served in the U.S. armed forces and desire to help fellow veterans who are experiencing a variety of challenges which may leave them homeless without your assistance . Please volunteer to be one who is ready to step forward again—this time for a fellow vet
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CONTACT INFO


To learn more or schedule your mentoring interview, please contact Jan Wilson, CSME Program Director: (850) 572-5474 or             (850) 733-0169





"As many as 37% of veterans are returning home from the Iraq & Afghanistan Wars with some form of diagnosed Mental Illness.” 


American Journal of Public Health
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