p Escambia County
‘ Destination Marketing Organization

Escambia County Board of County Commissioners April 6, 2026
221 Palafox Place, Suite 400
Pensacola, FL 32502

Dear Commissioners,

We are writing to express our continued support for improvement to the Pensacola Bay Center. We
have thoroughly reviewed the most recent studies conducted by Escambia County and the City of
Pensacola. As a result, our position has not changed. The addition of a multipurpose Event Center in
conjunction with a significant renovation of the Bay Center is the best option for our community and
would create economic returns far greater than the investment. Our members do not support a
dedicated Convention Center due to the limited types of events we could host and the small number
of events that would be attracted to a destination of our size and airport capacity.

Although both studies reference the addition of a new hotel, our members do not believe this is
necessary. With over 500 existing hotel rooms in the downtown/Bay Center area and over 500
additional rooms either under construction or in the final planning stage, there is no need for a new
hotel.

We specifically would put forth our support for the following action steps:

« Bonding of the 5th cent for the estimated $90M to $100M

* Build a singular, minimum 75k sq. ft floor space facility

+ Make that facility conducive for indoor sports (basketball, volleyball, cheer, etc.)

« Build it with capacity to be flexible enough to also accommodate events such as trade shows,
expos, single room large participant events, boat shows, etc.

* Build a parking garage at one of the adjacent land locations

Our DMO members look forward to working with the County and its partners going forward as the
success of this project affects our entire county.

Sincerely,
Mitesh ‘Tish’ Patel
Chairman, Escambia County DMO
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