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Local Parks, Trails, and Recreation
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Boating Activities and Safety
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Cultural and Museum Grants (Program Support and Facilities) 
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Appropriations Added in Conference/Supplemental Funding
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Additional Groups of Projects that Merit Special 
Consideration
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Member project requests continue to skyrocket. �e FY2026-27 budget includes nearly 2,000 local member 
projects worth $2.7 billion. With only 160 legislators, the average is 12.5 projects and $16.7 million per member. 
Of course, some legislators receive far more than others. �is continues a �ve-year run that has seen approximately 
$14 billion in member projects funded. 

In order to promote oversight, integrity, and transparency in the appropriations process and urge the Legislature 
to reconsider the scope and manner in which it requested and funded appropriations (member) projects, Florida 
TaxWatch o�ers the following recommendations.

• Florida TaxWatch urges the Governor, during his veto deliberations, to thoroughly scrutinize not only the 
identi�ed Budget Turkeys but also the other appropriations highlighted in this report. �e Governor should 
evaluate each project’s value, alignment with core government functions, the relative ability of the recipient to 
pay for the project, and adherence to sound budgeting practices. Only through disciplined, transparent �scal 
stewardship can Florida ensure the long-term interests of its taxpayers are protected.

• To ensure that projects are prioritized, funded with a transparent, coordinated, statewide vision; compete for 
limited funding fairly; and meet speci�ed requirements to qualify for funding, Florida TaxWatch recommends 
that, if the Legislature is going to fund such projects, it must create a competitive review and selection process in 
statute for Local Transportation Projects and the other areas highlighted in the Additional Groups of Projects 
that Merit Special Consideration section of this report.

• �e Legislature should adhere to the processes it created to fund water projects—the Water Quality Improvement 
Grant Program (WQI).  Florida TaxWatch recommends that the Governor review each water project closely 
in his veto deliberations, determining if there is a compelling need for the project and whether it meets the 
criteria of the WQI Grant Program, including the relative ability of the local government to fund the project.

• �e Legislature should signi�cantly reduce the number of member project requests and the number funded. 
An average of 35 requests and $78 million per legislator is simply too much.

• �e Supplemental Funding Issues (Sprinkles List) should be discontinued, or at least not used to add new 
appropriations, or increase funding for member projects.

• To increase accountability for member projects, the Legislature should enact follow-up audits of randomly 
selected appropriations projects, similar to what the House has proposed in the last couple of years.
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