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PENSACOLA CITY COUNCIL




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 23, 2026

Contact:              Don Kraher, Council Executive 
(850) 435.1686

Passing of former City Council Member Emeritus John Jerralds

It is with great sadness that the City of Pensacola and the Pensacola City Council mourns the passing of former Councilmember Emeritus John Jerralds.

John Jerralds served with distinction on the Pensacola City Council, representing District 5  from  his appointment on July 20, 2000 through November 27, 2012 and  was reappointed to fill the unexpired term of Gerald Wingate from September 4, 2019 through November 24, 2020.  John served as Deputy Mayor, Chairman and Member of the Community Redevelopment Agency, Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Neighborhood Services Committee, Member of the Finance Committee, the Economic and Community Development Committee, the Enterprise Operations Committee and the Committee of the Whole.

Mr. Jerralds represented the City Council on the Community Action Program Committee,  the Juvenile Justice Council, the Florida-Alabama Transportation Planning Organization, the Pensacola Escambia Development Commission, the Tourism Development Council and was involved in numerous civic and community organizations devoted to community betterment for the citizens of Pensacola. He served as a community volunteer for the NAACP, Movement for Change, Inc. Gulf Coast Minority Chamber of Commerce, President of the Northeast Neighborhood Association, Coordinator of Dropout Prevention at the Woodland Heights Resource Center and as a mentor for Escambia students.

As a long-term member of the City Council, Mr. Jerralds was an integral part of a number of significant projects that promoted economic development, revitalization and redevelopment of the inner-city and west side improvements, including new downtown and west side library facilities.  He supported the development of the Woodland Heights Resource Center and had a strong desire to see the rehabilitation of the Alice S. Williams building due to its significance to the African American community. He was a strong advocate for minority and small business development and encouraged the Pensacola City Council to conduct a disparity study.  He was a staunch supporter of citizen input in local government process.  After the passing of City Council Member Gerald Wingate, he was appointed to fill his unexpired term on the City Council.



Councilman Jerralds impact on the city, his dedication to his district and the citizens of Pensacola, as well as his long-lasting impact on the City Council will forever be remembered with fondness and reverence.  Our community is a better place because Mr. Jerralds was part of it and the city is stronger due to Councilman Jerralds dedication and leadership.

Rest in Peace Councilman Jerralds.


###

image1.jpeg




